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Twentieth Century World Heritage: 
Challenges and Experience in the Management
and Impact Assessment of Architectural Heritage

20
October

SAVE THE DATE



Jože Plečnik created an extensive body of work that left an indelible mark on the 
architectural landscape not only in Slovenia, but also elsewhere in Europe. With his 
comprehensive approach to the design of buildings and public spaces he became an 
important role model and inspiration for contemporary architectural production across 
the world. The inscription of Plečnik’s works in Ljubljana on the UNESCO World Heritage 
List is an important international recognition of the conservation of architectural 
heritage recognized for its universal value for humanity, as well as a commitment to its 
enhanced protection and integration into the life of communities. The Government of the 
Republic of Slovenia proclaimed the year 2022 the year of architect Jože Plečnik, and 
various expert institutions, local communities, and associations across Slovenia have 
been organising and hosting diverse events dedicated to the architect’s life and work.
 
We are celebrating the anniversary of the birth of Jože Plečnik with UNESCO, an 
organisation that has been commemorating historic events and anniversaries of 
eminent personalities of universal stature since 1956, thus enhancing their visibility 
and recognition at the global level. The valorisation, conservation, and management of 
20th-century world heritage are important aspects that concern all stakeholders 
involved in heritage protection. In cooperation with heritage organisations the Minis-
try of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia is organising an international symposium on 
the 20th-century architectural heritage inscribed on the World Heritage List, which is 
to take place on 20 October 2022 in Ljubljana. The symposium will be dedicated to the 
challenges and experience in heritage management and impact assessment in the 
context of the World Heritage Convention, and will feature experts from the World 
Heritage Centre and UNESCO advisory bodies, namely the International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) and the International Centre for the Study of the 

Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM), together with experts 
from European countries specialized in 20th-century architecture and heritage, who 
will present and share their experience at the event.

The symposium will be divided into two thematic sections. In part one, the speakers 
will present the 20th-century architectural heritage on the World Heritage List, its 
state of conservation and conservation challenges, as well as the mechanisms under 
the World Heritage Convention, including the evaluation of new proposals and a 
reflection on new 20th-century heritage sites. The baselines and methodology for 
impact assessments in a world heritage context were designed based on the recently 
published guidance document, which was prepared jointly by ICCROM, ICOMOS, and 
IUCN, and will also be presented at the event. The second part of the symposium will 
be dedicated to the exchange of practices and experience in the implementation of 
the assessments in Italy, the Netherlands, Switzerland, and other countries. Experts 
will present the application of the assessment mechanism in the strategic reflection 
on spatial development, guidance on contemporary interventions into heritage sites 
or their immediate vicinity, and in decision-making on architectural projects.

The event is aimed at the professional public and Slovenian stakeholders in the 
conservation of heritage, architecture, spatial planning, and development, focusing in 
particular on the comprehensive management of the World heritage property of 
Plečnik's Ljubljana and issues concerning the protection of heritage, architecture, and 
the built environment, as well as societal attitudes to the 20th-century heritage. The 
Ministry of Culture and partners thus demonstrate their commitment to the objectives 
of the World Heritage Convention and the activities for its implementation.  

The symposium will take place in the City Museum of Ljubljana and will also be live 
streamed on YouTube and Facebook of the Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana. 
European experts with whom the Ministry of Culture and partners have been collabo-
rating in issues concerning the conservation and management of 20th-century 
heritage will join the event remotely.

The year 2022 marks the 150th anniversary of the birth of architect Jože 
Plečnik (Ljubljana, 23 January 1972 – Ljubljana, 7 January 1957) and 
the 50th anniversary of the Convention Concerning the Protection of the 
World Cultural and Natural Heritage.



The number of participants in the live event is limited, 
so prior registration is required.
You can register at  prijava@mgml.si.

All lectures will be in English. The exact programme 
of the event will follow shortly.

VENUE

Museum and Galleries of Ljubljana – City Museum of 
Ljubljana, Gosposka ulica 15, Ljubljana

DATE 

Thursday, 20 October 2022 

TIME

9.00–16.00
 
MODERATOR

Špela Spanžel, Cultural Heritage Directorat,
Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Slovenia

   ALESSANDRO BALSAMO

Head of the Nominations Unit, UNESCO World Heritage Centre

   GWENAËLLE BOURDIN

Director of the Evaluation Unit, International Council on 
Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) 

   EUGENE JO

Programme Manager, International Centre for the Study of the 
Preservation and Restoration of Cultural Property (ICCROM)

   NICHOLAS CLARKE

Architect and lecturer, Faculty of Architecture and the Built
Environment, Delft University of Technology, Netherlands /
International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS)

   PATRICK PATIWAEL

Researcher, Faculty of Spatial Sciences, University 
of Groningen, Netherlands

    ADELE CESI

National Focal Point for the World Heritage Convention, Ministry  of 
Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Italy

   OLIVER MARTIN

Head of the Baukultur section, Swiss Federal Office of Culture
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