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DID YOU KNOW?

Tarsatica, Rijeka and Rječina

Heating systems and thermae

The Julian Alps cover north-western Slovenia, with a small
section located on the Italian side of the border. Their
name dates from earlier Roman times, when they were
named after Julius Caesar who conquered the area in the
process of expanding the Roman state.

On the coast of the Adriatic Sea and the Bay of Kvarner,
Rijeka hides an age-old secret, an ancient city named
Tarsatica. Visiting the old town of Rijeka, you will find
traces of the principium, a building that served as the
headquarters of the military command. The Rječina River
Canyon served as a natural obstacle in the defence of
the ancient Tarsatica. The walls, which were erected
in the north direction, begin on the cliffs above the
source of the Rječina, from where forest roads in the
area of Studena follow, in the direction of Gorski Kotar.
By visiting the remains of the defence system in the
vicinity of present-day Rijeka, we find opportunities
to view the sea on one side and the mountains on the
other, which reflects the diversity of the Kvarner region.

Heating systems were not unknown to ancient civilizations.
The hypocaust is the name for the Roman technology that
made it possible to heat the thermae, as well as important
public buildings and the homes of the wealthiest
inhabitants. It is a floor and wall heating system, based
on the circulation of warm air that was supplied from a
furnace located in a separate room. Traces of hypocausts
were found at Brst near Martinj Hrib and Hrušica (on
the Ad Pirum fort). The ancient Tarsatica had a thermae
located next to the principium, the headquarters of the
military command.

Ad Pirum Fort
The Roman army at the ancient fortifications
The Roman Empire had an army organized into legions.
Due to frequent major battles, conflicts and internal unrest
- civil wars – the army was weakened and decimated. The
organization of the military along the lines of the Claustra
Alpium Iuliarum was part of a reform that prioritized
warefare based on defence. Small groups of soldiers
observed the visible terrain and organized quick and short
actions if needed. The late Roman army also included
mercenaries from barbarian tribes, most often Goths.

The Ad Pirum fort, the largest structure of the Claustra
Alpium Iuliarum system, is located in the area of Hrušica
in Slovenia. The archaeological park also features an
exhibition that provides an abundance of information
and interesting facts about the site. Almost two
kilometres of the wall, which formed the defence of
the fort with a diameter exceeding 600 metres, can be
viewed with a tour of the archaeological trail. Before the
defence system was built, a relay station was located
on this site. In Roman times, relay stations served
as resting places along the roads, in this case along
the road connecting Emona, Castra and Aquileia.

CAI - CLAUSTRA
ALPIUM IULIARUM
Welcome to the cultural and tourist route
Claustra Alpium Iuliarum - a wall that connects.
Explore an area that connects, on a small area,
two countries, wetlands, the coast and mountains,
cultural and natural heritage, sports activities and
incredible views.

Explore the natural heritage
Although the barrier system is man-made heritage,
created by an ancient civilization, nature plays an
indispensable role in both the construction of the system
and in the discovery of its remains in the present. The
richness of the terrain, consisting of mountains, hills,
valleys and canyons, has made it possible to use a number
of natural obstacles as part of the built defence system.
A tour of the remains of walls, towers and fortlets reveals
numerous plant and animal species in their habitats. Bears
and other wildlife can be found on most forest paths.
Although bears rarely attack walkers and hikers, caution is
still required.

The Claustra Alpium Iuliarum is just one of the
many names of the defence system and it was
first mentioned by the ancient historian Ammianus
Marcellinus. After the collapse of the Western
Roman Empire, the fortifications and walls of the
former Claustra Alpium Iuliarum defence system
were abandoned and forgotten, and with them the
ancient Tarsatica, the starting point of our route.
Traces of solid, rugged forts and walls defending
the heart of the Roman civilization are still present
in the area that stretches from modern Rijeka to
the mountains of the Slovenian Alps. Through
forests and thick vegetation, between settlements
and modern roads, one can still find a total of 30
kilometres of visible walls with towers, as well
as traces of forts and fortlets. Getting to know
this ancient defence system includes discovering
unforgettable landscapes and possibilities that
will delight cultural heritage enthusiasts, as well as
those who enjoy nature, hiking, bicycling or outdoor
activities in general.

20 ZARAKOVEC

KRANJ

Under the slopes of the Julian Alps, visitors can find
traces of solid walls embedded in mountains. It is
assumed that there are also unknown, undiscovered
traces here that could tell us much more about this
ancient civilization. The defence wall near Zarakovec
also controlled the old road to Italy, which ran across the
Škofjeloške planine (Škofja Loka Hills) and the Soča River.

Most na Soči

10 GRADIŠČE NEAR ROB

MARIBOR

The Gradišče site, located next to the village of Rob, is where
the entire line of the Claustra Alpium Iuliarum system changes
direction. At this section, the wall directly follows the path to the
plateau on the Gradiški peak, where it changes direction at a
sharp angle, turning southwards and towards Tarsatica (Rijeka).
Along the paths of this unique 1,300-metre-long wall, you can
also explore the rich ecosystem of the Kobilji curek stream and
waterfall, surrounded by damp meadows.
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19 VRATA
The most recent discovery of archaeological research is
located on the Vrata Ridge. Traces of a powerful defensive
wall that has been poorly preserved in particular areas
have recently been confirmed. The traces are only
slightly visible and very modest, hidden by traces of
later agricultural and traffic development in the area.

NOVI POT

Underneath what looked like a simple earth embankment
about one metre high, traces of another wall were recently
found, which was used as an assisting wall to the Claustra
Alpium Iuliarum system. The traces are located in the
immediate vicinity of the main road through the village
of Novi Pot. More specifically, the wall intersects today’s
road and part of it was destroyed at the time of the road’s
construction. The wall located here guarded the Roman road
on the Bloke Plateau.

Ljubljana

Idrija
18 AJDOVŠČINA
The fortified settlement, named Castra in Roman times, was
fortified by mighty walls with 14 towers. For its construction, an
excellent position was selected at the foot of the mountains and
rugged paths, which is why it served as a logistical hinterland for
the defence system, especially the Ad Pirum fort. The modern
town of Ajdovščina still reveals traces of ancient walls and
fortifications.
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The four kilometre-long archaeological trail is a real
attraction for experiencing nature and history in one. The
area where the well-preserved remains of the Ad Pirum
fort, the most important point of defence in this part of the
system, are located is incredibly vast. For all history buffs
who want to know more, there is a small museum room at
the Stara Pošta Inn.
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Borders change, civilizations change and states change. The
Romans once built a defensive wall that protected the centre
of the Empire from barbarian invasions, and it is on the location
of this wall that the state border between Croatia and Slovenia
is situated today. Nearly three kilometres of the defence wall
can be observed at the site separating the two regions of the
Claustra Alpium Iuliarum system and the two states.

Benete

The rectangular fortlet, which can be viewed today almost
its original form thanks to reconstruction, once served as
a lookout for the main Roman road. In other words, from
this fortlet, the soldiers could control who was moving
along the key road. It’s no exaggeration that the fortlet
looks a bit like something out of a strategic video game.

BENETE

Traces of the Roman defence system near the village of
Benete can be found by exploring the areas of the streams
and steep forest roads. From some positions on this part of
the system, Roman soldiers could see other sections such as
Tabršče, Novi Pot, and some locations on Gradišče near Rob.

10 Gradišče near Rob

Selo pri Robu

VENEZIA

The shortest section of the Claustra Alpium Iuliarum system is
known to the locals as the ”Stari grad pri Kapelici“ (“Old Town
at the Chapel”). There are a mere fifteen metres of the wall and
a small tower in the middle, which provides an overview of the
valley below the wall. It is assumed that this modestly preserved
fragment of the defence system functioned in conjunction with
the nearby Benete or Novi Pot barriers.
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TABRŠČE
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15 BRST NEAR MARTINJ HRIB
There was a fortlet here in which soldiers would spend time
throughout the year. Here (as on Hrušica), archaeologists
have found traces of a Roman system that used wall and
floor heating, making the fortlet a comfortable place in
the cold winter months. While researching the site, they
found coins that were melted together, indicating that
there was a fire that led to the fort being abandoned.

13 POKOJIŠČE
The Pokojišče village is surrounded by the Ljubljansko
barje (Ljubljana Marshes), a wetland area where pile
dwellings existed in prehistoric times. The wall that
forms part of the Roman defence system is located in an
open area above the plains, northwest of the village.

Čabar

Claustra info points:
–Pomorski
–
i povijesni muzej Hrvatskog
primorja Rijeka (Maritime and History
Museum of the Croatian Littoral),
–Prirodoslovni
–
muzej Rijeka
(Natural History Museum Rijeka)
–Moja
–
Ljubljanica,
Kulturni center Vrhnika
(Ljubljanica River Exhibition,
Vrhnika Cultural Centre)
–TIC
–
Vrhnika
(Vrhnika Tourist
Information Centre)
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SELO PRI ROBU

Along today’s road that goes through the village of Selo
pri Robu, you will find the modest remains of a Roman wall
hidden among the trees. You will also find the remains of
walls and towers in the immediate vicinity of the houses,
and you will not need to walk for long through the natural
landscapes to find traces of ancient civilizations.

STUDENA

From the source of the Rječina River to the mountain
slopes of the Gorski Kotar region, a continuous system
of a natural or built defensive line stretches across 20
kilometres. Five continuous kilometres of wall have
been preserved here. The wider area of the region is
visible from this position, from Istria to Velebit, from
the wall line on Jelenje to Gradina above Pasjak.

Koper

Gradina above Pasjak
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Delnice

Jelenje on
Grobničko polje

difficult
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Rijeka
Opatija
Locations on
Google Maps

1
Rijeka

Pazin

2
Solin

Fužine

Find out more about the Claustra Alpium
Iuliarum cultural and tourist route and
all the attractions with the help of our
website by downloading the app and
finding a location by using Google maps.
Get to know the rich offering of gastronomy,
outdoor activities and accommodation
throughout the entire area covered by
the CAI through local tourist boards and
entrepreneurs, who will reward your
exploration with an unforgettable experience.

Mošćenička
Draga
Omišalj

PULA

SPLIT

JELENJE ON GROBNIČKO POLJE

The exit from the Roman Tarsatica follows the Rječina
canyon, and then follows a barrier system that extends
across the Grobničko polje (Grobnik Field). Here you
can find traces of walls and towers that can be seen
from each other, as well as attractive views of the sea
and the Grobničko polje. The most accessible traces are
located next to the church of St. Michael in Jelenje.

Studena

HIKING TRAIL

12 RAKITNA

11

4

Ilirska Bistrica

moderate

The Rakitna Plateau is another location in the Ljubljansko
barje (Ljubljana Marshes). While traces of two towers can be
found in the forest, the wall can be followed in the form of
an embankment that extends in an uneven line. There is an
artificial lake in this area that offers swimming and fishing
opportunities in the summer and ice skating in the winter.

Kočevje

Prezid

14 AJDOVSKI ZID
Something special can be said about each of the 20 locations
of the Claustra Alpium Iuliarum system, and the Ajdovski zid
(Ajdovski Wall) stands out as its longest section. It stretches
almost seven kilometres, and every 100 metres of the wall
there is a tower. The wall extends over the hills, and in some
areas well-preserved parts of the wall can be found, which
were about one metre wide. Today you can follow interesting
wooden sculptures of Roman soldiers along the wall.

A somewhat mysterious fortlet whose purpose is unclear is
located along the Croatian-Slovenian border near the village
of Pasjak. The fortlet was located along the ancient road
connecting Tarsatica and Tergeste (today’s Trieste), and today
it is symbolically located along the modern road connecting
Rijeka and Trieste. The preserved parts of the walls reflect the
Roman construction technique in which irregular pieces of stone
were bound with plaster.
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Trieste

GRADINA ABOVE PASJAK

2

SOLIN

A position 240 metres above sea level offers excellent
views of the sea and land routes to ancient Tarsatica.
The first settlements existed here in prehistoric times
and the wall that is part of the defence system was
erected on the foundations of ancient dry stone walls.
Today, a stroll along the ancient wall offers an attractive
view of the sea and the eastern part of Rijeka.

1

RIJEKA

The Roman city of Tarsatica was located directly along the
coast of the Adriatic Sea. It is here that the principium - the
headquarters of the military command - was located. Traces
of this Roman building can be found today in the old town of
Rijeka, while traces of walls can be found in various locations
around the city. From the city to the north, the defensive
line follows the natural barrier of the Rječina River canyon.

